
Marie Curie Alumni Association
MCAA Turkish Chapter

27.12.2023

MCAA Ankara



MCAA Background

• Founded in 2012, the MCAA grew to a dynamic network boasting 
more than 21 000 members. 

• Membership is free and open to any past or present beneficiary of 
funding under any of the past or present schemes of the European 
Commission’s MSCA programme (fellows, supervisors, project 
managers…).  

• Funding and support for the MCAA is provided mainly by the 
European Commission Directorate General for Education and Culture, 
while increasingly diversifying funding sources.

Marie Skłodowska-Curie
(1867-1934)

MCAA provides lifetime opportunities! 
Continuous support of beneficiaries outside and after 
their grants, regardless of career path, career stage, 
geographical location, area of activity (…)
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MCAA Mission & Vision

Mission:
Our mission is to bring together the MSCA community, support the career development of 

present and past MSCA beneficiaries at all career stages, and be a voice for researchers 

across regions and disciplines
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Vision:
Our vision is an inclusive and sustainable research environment that enables 

knowledge to benefit society

Goals:
1. Connecting the MSCA community

2. Career development for MCAA members

3. Advocacy for researchers
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MCAA Services

‘Travel’
‘Media’
‘’MGAG’

Micro-grants

Contacts
Networking

Social

Member 
Directory

Recognition
of efforts

& achievements

Awards

Chapters 
& Working

Groups

Events

Support
& training

Referent
MCAA Academy 

Coursera 
Whistleblowing

Report
Analysis 

Recommendations

Surveys
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MCAA Structure

MCAA General Assembly
(all members)

MCAA Board

11 voting board members
members
Executive Committee (5)
Ordinary Members (6)

ex-officio
European Commission
Chapter Chairs
Working Group Chairs

MCAA Chapters (35)

Africa
Asia (4)

South East Asia

Europe (24)
America & Caribe (6)

expression of intentions:
Japan, Australia & NZ, … 

MCAA Working Groups 

Policy
Research Funding

Research Management

Gender Equality (GEDI)
Bridging Science and Business

Science Communication

Career Development
Survey
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MCAA Working Groups



Bridging Science and Business Working Group

Text format

Joint the conversation
#MCAACONF2023

The “Bridging Science and Business” working group (BSB WG) is a 
section of MCAA that unites people who understand the need to 
bridge science and academia.

• To bring together research and business in Europe and beyond.
• To share knowledge on the topics from both worlds of business and science. 

Such knowledge should be publicly accessible and free, when possible
• To create a community for entrepreneurs in the MCAA community as an initiator 

for a global initiative at the whole European level.
• To participate in both MCAA-led and external initiatives aimed to bridge business 

and research.
• To establish a platform to help members of MCAA in starting their startups.
• To engage in the discussion with other groups of MCAA on policy making.



Core Focus

Joint the conversation
#MCAACONF2023

à Promote diversity in research and 
empower research irrespective of any 
individual characteristics.

à Intersectionality: disability, racial and 
ethnic diversity, gender and sexual 
identities, economic level).

à Contextual and local challenges: we 
are mindful of geographic, sectorial, and 
institutional discrepancies as well as 
personal differences.

Genders Equity 
Diversity 
Inclusion 

Policy

InstitutionalIndividual



Joint the conversation
#MCAACONF2023

Share 
experiences and 
good practices

recruitment, 
budget, 
secondments, 
training, 
reporting, etc.

Promote joint 
activities across 
networks and 
disciplines

dissemination & 
outreach activities, 
training courses, final 
events, etc.

Strengthen 
European Project 
Managers’ roles

sustainable 
knowledge and 
support platform

A community of practice to…

Research Management working group



Support 
MCAA

Link Members Run Task 
Forces

The Research Funding 
Working Group

• Create and maintain basic administrative and practical information on the MCAA to facilitate 
the involvement of MCAA in funding proposals.

• Develop a database collecting data concerning available sources of research funding.
• Encourage MCAA members and external partners to contribute to the funding database.
• Assist chapters to exploit the database for compiling and promoting region-specific 

opportunities.
• Develop and maintain contacts with current and potential partners for funding 

opportunuties



Our goals

Join the conversation
#MCAACONF2023

ü Make the +20k members aware of all the MCAA activities

ü Involve Non-MCAA members in our activities 

ü Increase collaborations between MCAA Chapters and WG

ü Create high quality content for all our publications

ü Have fun while doing it! 





MCAA Annual Conference
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MCAA Turkey Chapter

Represent MCAA and members are;
-Turkish MSCA fellows
-MSCA fellows hosted in Turkey
Establishment Date: May 2018

https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/groups/turkey-chapter



MCAA Turkey Chapter

Goals, to highlight a few

-Increasing the visibility of the MCAA Turkey Chapter on a local and global 
scale and attract researchers to Turkey through MCSA;

-Raise awareness about EU-funding opportunities for both early-stage and
middle stage researchers;

-Promoting foreign researchers to apply to MSCA funding to be based in 
Turkey. 

- Enhance networking within the community
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THANK YOU


